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THE HOCKING SENTINEL                         

 Historical & Genealogical Societies                                         
 Today is Tomorrow’s History                Our Collections are Expanding Come and Visit                April 2020 

 Board Members Information 

Historical Society President: Judy Maniskas  740 385-4926                                                                       

Genealogical So. President: Kay Wilson 740 380-6204          

Vice President: Margaret Graham                                               

Secretary: Kay Wilson, & President of the Genealogical So.                                                     

Treasure: Kevin Canon                                                                                                        

Newsletter: Kay Wilson cupoftea37@gmail.com and          

 Nyla Vollmer nvollmer@nelsonvilletv.com                                                                                                                              

           Newsletters will be issued 3 times a year    

Other Board Members include: George Johnson, Don Griggs, 

Sam Sloan, Ernie Maniskas, Ann Cramer, Chuck Eaton Tom Col-

lins, Ex Officio, and Barry Harle, Ex Officio.     

Museum Hours: We have changed our hours to be open 

Saturdays and Sundays from 1- 4 p.m. thanks to Chuck 

Eaton.  We will also open by appointment only. 

Museum phone:  740 385-6026 Please leave a message.                                                                                            

Address: 64 North Culver Street, Logan, OH 43138      

    Web Site:  hockingcountyhistorymuseum.org                                                                                                                             

Email:  hockinghistorymuseum@gmail.com 

        Because of the coronavirus out-

break, we are now temporarily closed as 

suggested by the Center of Disease Con-

trol and Prevention, Ohio Department of 

Health and the Governor to protect the 

visitors and our volunteers.   

       We will reopen when we are  all 

save.   

      We will continue checking the 

phones, if you need to contact us.  Or 

send us an email. 

LOGAN FIRE DEPARTMENT 

mailto:hockinghistorymuseum@gmail.com
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     We are experiencing an unprecedented public health crisis. Being proactive in stemming the spread of 
COVID-19 is critical. In response to Governor Mike DeWine’s orders closing all K-12 schools and prohibiting 
mass gatherings, *Ohio History Connection's historic site and museum system across Ohio will close effec-
tive Saturday, March 14.* 
 
     This decision was not made lightly. The scientific evidence that early social distancing can help stop the 
spread of the virus is a compelling factor in taking this precautionary step on behalf of our community   
during this pandemic. 
 
     While students are home from school during this time, we have made our educational resources availa-
ble online at https://www.ohiohistory.org/learnathome 
 
     Regional competitions for Ohio History Day are being held virtually and regional coordinators are email-
ing participants regarding their participation. For more information on that, visit 
ohiohistory.org/regional contests https://ohiohistory.us14.list-manage.com/track 
In addition, all regional Ohio Local History Alliance meetings are cancelled. For more information visit 
https://ohiolha.org/what-we-do/regional-meetings/ state health officials and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC). You can get the most up-to-date information via this webpage. 
 
     We thank you for your support and understanding and will keep you informed of any additional changes 
in operation as this rapidly evolving public health situation continues.  
 
For the latest information about our COVID-19 response, visit ohiohistory.org/covid19  

Submitted by Judy Maniskas, President of the Cocking County Historical Society 

     The following message was sent to all Historical Societies 

 in Ohio.   Our President, Judy Maniskas wanted to share it with you all. 

      Sometime in the early eighteen forties, after many years 
of occupying any house that was accessible, the citizenship 
got together and erected a schoolhouse at the corner of 
Hunter and Walnut St. and another on Market St. 
      Then around 1851 the Board of School Directors pur-
chased the Old Methodist Church situated on Second St. 
near High and stocked it for the purpose of a school. 
      In 1857 the school directors were confronted with the 
problem of inadequate buildings and purchased a lot in the 
F. Case addition on the hilltop, near Market St. and erected 
the picturesque brick school building that a few years ago 
was torn down to make room for the old high school build-
ing and Central Grade School. 

 

LOGAN’S FIRST HIGH SCHOOL 

Found information in a 1916 souvenir booklet      
printed by the Logan Elks Lodge.   

https://www.ohiohistory.org/learnathome
https://ohiohistory.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=37ce5c8c24208a588c681edc5&id=2e3571f6cc&e=189ffa6c59
https://ohiolha.org/what-we-do/regional-meetings/
https://ohiohistory.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=37ce5c8c24208a588c681edc5&id=8cfc88f06a&e=189ffa6c59
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President of the Hocking Chapter of the Ohio Genealogical Society 

 In this day and age of computers, un-number of ways to be entertained, unlimited ways to occupy 

our time, how often do we find ourselves thinking of our ancestor’s history? 

              Now we are all part of a living history. It doesn’t seem like history to us, just a big inconvenience. 

But it won’t be long until we all realize that in 50-100 years we will have lived through a serious time. 

 Right now, we don’t think of this as a history of our nation. This time of the emergency of the Coro-

navirus 19 will be history. 

 All day and night long you can spend all your time listening to many experts telling us what they all 

think will happen to the entire world. Of-course no one really knows. This is something new, that can be 

deadly. People are scared, and since the illness is spreading so quickly, common sense gets pushed aside. 

We in America can-not remember serious rationing of food and other necessities, closing of stores, 

businesses, and entertainment venues .  Schools are closed for health reasons and staying in small groups 

is becoming mandatory. People under 70 have never had to face what we are living through now. 

One of the best interviews I have seen on TV was by a lady author on Presidents who served during 

crisis.   When ask if she could pick one crisis that could compare with what we are facing now, she said 

with-out hesitation WWII. It happened to America almost overnight. Life, as we knew it in 1941 stopped.  

 Men went to war. Women also went to war. Women also started working in factories, doing men’s 

jobs.  Everything was rationed.  You needed special stamps to buy most things. People just did what need-

ed to be done.  

 The best thing about that crisis was that people worked at living together willingly. No fighting over 

toilet paper or hoarding food.  

As the lady said: When the government ask for people to save old used cooking grease (lard) and 

turn it in for the government they did so.  

When the government needed rubber, people collected everything from old tires to ladies’ girdles, 

(hard to come by in 2020) The point she made was people were doing what ever they could to help our 

country. 

Unfortunately, our country seems to have lost the American spirit over the last few generations 

and adopted the ME complex. Perhaps this time of crisis will bring us together again. No matter what hap-

pens, we are a part of history. 

Kay Wilson , Genealogy President 

REFERENCE SITES FOR YOUR RESEARCH 

Family Search.org—free account 

Newspapers.com—approximately $110. a year 

Fold3.com—for old service records and military information 

Find A Grave 

Ancestery.com 

MyGgenealogHound.com—free 
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CELEBRATING OUR HISTORY EFFORTS IN THE LATE 1919-2020 

      PENDING CANCELLATIONOF THE SCHOOL YEAR This Spring, school tours are scheduled for all 3rd grade 

students through the Logan Hocking School District Elementary and 5th grade LHMS (middle school) stu-

dents.  We will have approximately 450 children tour the complex.                                                                                                                                    

     We are also applying for a grant with Rocky Boots Improvement Funds for creating a historic Coloring 

Book to send to the students before they attend, displaying a large variety of our displays.  These will also 

be utilized for children at all community functions we participate in. 

     We have began utilizing the “Past Perfect” Entry Program for our inventory, this will allow a much-

improved itemized record keeping of our artifacts and donations/assessions. 

     Our work continues on getting the Logan’s Hocking Valley Canal Aqueduct cleared of trees and debris 

to preserve the integrity of the 1844 structure.  The City of Logan stated they would do this job.  We keep 

reminding them of this project, to work on when they can.    

     We are in the planning stage with Fairfield County and Southeastern Ohio History Center (of Athens 

County) to apply for a grant to erect six historical markers in each county along the 56 miles of the Hock-

ing Valley Canal through Fairfield, Hocking and Athens Counties.  We have increased public information of 

the Hocking Canal by putting frequent short stories of the canal on our Facebook page for the people to 

read.  We receive many questions and positive comments on the canal information.   Plans are being dis-

cussed on planning a walking tour along the Hocking Canal in the city of Logan soon. 

     This year, we have increased our marketing: by creating and dispersing new Brochures and Rack Cards; 

utilizing our business cards at every opportunity; creating a new LOGO to cover our main objectives of 

increasing our Research Library, increasing our Genealogy resources, continue Preserving, interpret and 

displaying our local History, Education for all ages by increasing and enhancing public knowledge;  chang-

ing the Web Page weekly, and making several entries weekly to the Facebook page.    Our committee has 

been collaborating more closely with the local radio station, the local newspaper, and other agencies 

(Logan in Bloom, Chamber of Commerce, other Historical Societies, and Ohio History Connection, local 

organizations, etc.)   

     We have once again partnered with the Local Boy Scout Group 236.  One of their scouts, is working on 

his Eagle Scout Project and has chosen to assist the museum to reconstruct and save the sagging floor 

joists and floor, paint, adding ventilation and signage to the Museum’s original (from Enterprise, Oh.,) Tel-

egraph Office/Depot.   Annually we donate all our good and pre-priced left-over yard sale items to the 

Scout Troop 236 for their annual yard sale. 

     We have added more historic photos in downtown storefronts of their businesses in bygone days with 

short history of each for information on walking tours. 

     We have attended training conferences for networking and increasing knowledge to meet our goals 
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     Last year was the first year of our Supporter donor program, we held our Annual Flea Market, Ice Cream 

Social, and sold our merchandise as a way of raising funds.  We get no state or local  government funds 

and are a 100% volunteer organization.  We are so happy and proud of all of the wonderful donations we 

receive.  

     We sponsored our First Annual Military Day, won second place in the Veteran’s day parade, printed the 

list of 4,360 plus Hocking County WWII Veterans, their rank, where served, where died if found and where 

buried if known.  These books are now available for sale.  Kay Wilson (our Military Expert), has begun up-

dating the Korean War Veteran book for Hocking County that will include the same information of every 

veteran we can locate. (Please send her information on any Hocking County Veteran, she will add it to the 

correct listing so this history can be saved.) 

     It has been busy work,  working closely with well-known barn painter, Robert Kroeger for the past sev-

eral months.  I have cruised the county in search of old dilapidated barns that are on their last leg that tell 

a great story of local history.  We have been researching histories and uses behind the barns with the own-

ers.  We will be able to use the painted barn pictures as a fund raiser for the Historical Society later in the 

Fall.   For some of the owners that helped us out with info and a piece of old barn wood, they will receive a 

9” x 12” painting of their barn as a thank you. I have received the first three of the paintings and will re-

ceive more in September 

     We have now opened on Saturdays and Sundays from 1 – 4 P.M., having more frequent interpretive dis-

plays changed, advertising and are successfully getting more visitors in the buildings.  But are CLOSED AT 

THIS TIME DUE TO THE CRONA THREAT. 

     We had acquired hundreds of items from the Murray City Coal Miners Museum contents last fall.  Items 

have all been inventoried.  We have also been given many things from the Leland Connor estate.  Items 

include many original writings, reference books, misc. artifacts, and costumes used by award winning Le-

land and his wife in their reproduction of the Indian show they used to educate the public on Indian life, 

local history and folklore. 

     For February, we had set up a Vintage Valentine display, showing off hundreds of old valentines from 

the late 1800s and through the 1900s.  During March, we have been honoring some of our local Hocking 

County women for the work they have done for our county on the Facebook, Website and in the Logan 

Daily News. 

    We are still hoping for life to return to normal soon.      

Enjoy Spring! 
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 We are including some of informational articles on Hocking County                                  

that you can find on the Facebook Page and our Webpage 

TESSA SWEAZY WEBB 

     Born Jan 31, 1886, on a farm near Logan, 
Ohio, Tessa grew up in Hocking County. At 17 
she took classes and became a teacher at the 
Old Hocking County's Children's Home. While at 
the Children's Home she began writing poetry.   

     She married Ruben H. Webb April 23, 1907 
at the age of 20. She and her husband moved to 
Columbus and when he became ill, she attend-
ed a Business School and became an account-
ant for Ohio State University, but Tessa contin-
ued to write her poetry. 

     Her published poetical works were widely 
known by 1924, She was a poetry columnist for 
the Columbus Dispatch from the 1920s to 1941, 
and printed in many other publications. 
Finally the Ohio Legislature passed a resolution 
for the annual observance (the third Friday in 
October) of Ohio Poetry Day under her leader-
ship. 

     Her tireless efforts resulted in an expansion 
of this statewide observance to a National Poet-
ry Day for the whole country in 1938. 
Tessa retired after 35 years in 1953 from OSU.  

WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH: 
Rules for Teachers in the 1800s   

1. You will not marry during the term of your con-
tract. 
2. You will not keep company with men. 
3. You will be home between the hours of 8 p.m. 
and 6 a.m. unless attending a school function. 
4. You will not loiter down town in any of the ice 
cream stores. 
5. You will not travel beyond the city limits un-
less you have permission from the chairman of 
the board. 
6. You must not ride in a carriage with any man 
unless it is your father or brother. 
7. You will not smoke cigarettes. 
8. You will not wear bright colors. 
9. You will wear at least two petticoats. 
10. You must keep the school neat and clean. 
You must sweep the floors at least once daily; 
scrub the floors at least once a week with hot 
soapy water; clean the blackboard at least once 
a day; and start a fire in the classroom at 7 a.m. 
so it will be warm by 8 a.m. 
This was found in an old magazine.  

KATIE SMITH, Logan’s sweetheart! 

     Logan native Katie Smith is arguably one of the best female 
basketball players in the world. From a Logan High School star to 
world champion, she has set and broken records her entire ca-
reer. She was a two-time Kodak All-American and Big Ten Player 
of the Year. 
 
     She broke all existing records at Ohio State University, where 
she was the women's Big Ten Conference leading scorer for both 
men and women. She then played for many teams in the WNBA, 
and is listed within the top 15 players of all times. She has led the 
USA Women's Basketball Team to gold medals in three Olym-
pics. She has been inducted into both the Basketball and Wom-
en's Basketball Hall of Fame. 
   Katie has done fabulous things with her career, but she is still a 
Logan girl at heart. The museum has an exhibit of Katie's many 
steps to success if you would like to stop by on a Saturday or Sun-
day from 1 - 4 to see it.  
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LADIES COMFORT STATION 

             One of the most unique structures ever built 
       in Logan was the distinctive brick building known 
       as the Ladies Comfort Station. It was constructed 
       in 1916 under the auspices of the Federation of 
       Women's Club, led by Rebecca Wright, Fanny  
       Daughtery, and Mary Rannells who raised the  
       funds to build the building. 
             It was designed to be used by women and 
       their children who would travel into Logan with  
       their husbands on Saturdays. The wives needed a 
       place to see to their own and their children's  
       needs. 
             The first year it was open 12,000 people 
       signed the guest book and in some years as many 
       as 20,000 guests signed the registry book. 
Its cornerstone was laid on "Women's Day" of the 1916 Centennial event. 
         The comfort Station was located on Mulberry Street, just south of the Municipal Building, the 
current site of the Logan Police Department. The building fell in disrepair and was not able to fund 
itself and after many attempts by the community to save it, the Comfort Station was torn down in 
the early 1990s. 

Facebook viewer Tom Heft shared this awesome 
photo of the Logan foundry and machine shop with 
us. 
 
Tom said, "I have worked there since 1987. I'm still 
working there for Logan Clay. I work in the machine 
shop. That main building you see in the picture is 
still there, they just kept adding to it."  

LOGAN FOUNDRY AND MACHINE SHOP 

JOLLY NELLIE V. LANE 

     Nellie brought a degree of fame to her hometown of Jobs 

around the turn of the century when she was billed as the world’s 

fattest woman.  She was born at Jobs, in Wards Twp.. In her teens 

she had grown to outstanding proportions.  She left home to travel 

with the John Robison Circus under the name of “Jolly Nelly.”   

     At the time of this photo, it was written on the back she 

weighted 641 pounds.   
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Honoring HELEN MOWREY 

     The Hocking County Historical and Genealogical Society is a model organization today by the efforts of 
people like Helen Mowrey.     As one of its founders in 1967, Helen's and others tireless dedication to the 
history of this area formed a solid foundation for the Society on which to grow and prosper. 
     Many of her duties included everything from research, cataloging donations, to writing articles for the 
Logan Daily News on a variety of local history topics. She admitted that the writing was her favorite thing to 
do. She was Secretary of the organization for over 40 years. 
     Helen met the love of her life, Dick at the Logan Clay where they both worked. They married in 1949 and 
have one daughter Melissa. Their many years of continued service earned them both a variety of accolades 
and honors. 
     Dick passed away in 2014, but Helen remained quite active until recently, and never lost her passion for 
history. 
     Helen Mowrey has individually made a huge difference in the preservation of Hocking County history.  

      The Poston/Kilbarger home  

Located on Hocking Drive    

The old brick home on the hill that sets so proudly on the hill above Hocking Drive was built in 1877.  Har-
rison Vorhees of Nelsonville as the contractor for Emerson Poston. The brick for the home was made in 
Nelsonville and moved to the valley by canal boats. All household goods for the Poston's were also moved 
by the canal boat from the same city. 
     The site for the home was selected to be at the point of the hill overlooking the valley, which turned 
out to be the site of an Indian mound, and around the bones of the early inhabitants were beads and 
crude weapons and tools. The bones of the native Americans were donated to the Ohio State University 
Museum. 
     The home now belongs to the Kilbarger family.  This home is easily seen along State Route 33, between 
St. Rt. 328 and St. Rt. 595. 
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 THE HOCKING CANAL THROUGH LOGAN 

 The Hocking Canal was opened through Logan in 1841.  It ran 56 Miles from Carroll through 
Athens. The water supply coming from Buckeye Lake. 
 About seven miles north of town, the Canal connected with the Hocking River.  It followed 
the river to about a quarter of a mile above the Falls Mill Bridge and angles to the left to come into 
town, over to where White's Station stood by the St. Rt. 664 and West Hunter St intersection.   

 There was a lock at Falls Mill.   At the end of Spring St. was a deep cut where the canal was 
wider and boats could turn around. This was also a favorite skating site when it was froze over, 
many times seeing ice a foot thick. 
 The Canal crossed over what is now Gallagher Ave. by way of a wooden bridge carrying the 
street traffic overhead.  Then it ran across to Second St., and Front St. (This route is marked with 
signage and blue paint on the street to mark the route.) 
 The Canal then went behind the houses on the South side of Front St., coming down behind 
Keynes Mill.  At the Mulberry St. crossing, stood an old Canal bridge, a covered wooden structure. 
The tow path was on the side next to town and the boats were drawn by mules. 
 A trip to Haydenville for a load of coal and return full took two days to complete.  

 The canal was forty feet wide at the water line and four feet deep. It followed the south side 
of West Hunter eastward to the end of Gallagher Avenue.  

 

The Hocking Region was named after the Delaware word "Hock-hocking".  This means shaped like 
a bottle, after the shape of the river. Near its headwaters, the river is very narrow. It runs into a 
wider channel. The white man shortened it to Hocking.  
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NEVER IN THE HISTORY WERE WATERS SO HIGH IN THE VALLEY       

 Info from The Democrat-Sentinel  March 14, 1907   

 All  the towns in the Hocking Valley have experienced the most destructive flood in our history.  

The river spread from hill to hill and the destruction of life and property was most horrible.   

 Water was two feet four inches deep in the Logan Depot.  Water on the streets of Gallagher 

Ave. would swim a horse.  Men worked in the water to their arm-pits on the sidewalks of the paved 

streets rescuing people from their homes.  The water was 5 foot deep in some of the homes on Front 

Street.   

 Wednesday at midnight, the crowds of men and anxious friends could get no further than the 

Kessler Factory on Gallagher Ave. ,  where the Mayor and  Police personnel were stationed for three 

hours directing men on horseback and high bed wagons and boats to rescue the women and children.  

It was pitiful to see mothers and babes being brought  to safety on  horses, the mothers on the rear of 

the horse and the horseman with babe in his arms directing the horse to safety.   All of the while in a 

deluge of pouring rain 

 Bless the strong men that climbed upon bare-back of horses and dared to swim a horse if need-

ed to rescue those needing help.    

 During the awful rush and roar of the rain of the night, the flooding and destruction of homes 

and businesses, the mournful whistle of the pumping station of the water system of our town gave off a 

lone soulful blast, that meant that water had flooded the engine rooms and water supply to the town 

was cut off.  About an hour later the electric light plant shut down and all lights were out leaving the 

town in utter darkness.  The Federal Gas Company lines broke and supply from that company ceased as 

well. 

 The wind became high and cold, leaving many of the sufferers and rescuers with no light or heat 

in homes to which they fled 

 The Rail Road Company was probably the heaviest loser, though our manufacturers are suffering 

greatly.  The R.R. bridge above Logan’s Depot is washed out and 300 feet of track west of it.  South of 

Logan near Old Town, the track is all washed out and it will take a week to get it passible. 

 As we go to press, the flooded districts presents a deplorable condition.  The water has receded 

from most homes and occupants are trying to clean the mud and filth carried in  by the waters.  Most 

homes have water lines and mud half way up the walls on the first floor.   

Giant drift logs and outbuildings from up river are piled upon porches of dozens of houses on Gallagher 

and Tar Town (found along the river near Old Town).   

 Homes and cottages along the river in East Logan had flood water to the roofs of the cottages 

and floated two homes from their foundation and left them trashed against  other homes.   
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Hocking County Historical and Genealogical Society 

64 N. Culver St. 

Logan, Ohio 43138 

Web: hockingcountyhistorymuseum.org 

Email: hockinghistorymuseum@gmail.com 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

2020 Annual Membership For the            

Hocking County Historical Society 

64 N. Culver St.   Logan, Ohio  43138     740 385-6026 

Membership:  $15.00 

Please print clearly 

Name: ________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ State: _____________ 

Zip: _________________  County: __________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________ 

Send to the Hocking Co. Historical Society. 

MEMBERSHIP RUNS FROM JUNE 2020 UNTIL MAY 31 2021                                                                   

2020 Annual Membership For the            

Hocking County GENEALOGICAL Society 

64 N. Culver St.   Logan, Ohio  43138     740 385-6026 

Membership:  $15.00 

Please print clearly 

Name: ________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

City: ________________________ State: _____________ 

Zip: _________________  County: __________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________ 

Send to the Hocking Co. Genealogy Society 

MEMBERSHIP RUNS FROM JUNE 2020 UNTIL MAY 31, 2021 


